
 
 
 

You have learned that there are specific characteristics that organisms must 
possess in order to be considered Living.  What about a virus?  A virus is a tiny, 
corrupting agent that multiples within cells and causes disease.  Examples of viruses 
are chickenpox, measles, mumps, rubella, pertussis and hepatitis. Viruses are not     

                  affected by antibiotics; so many times viruses are untreatable.   
 

Your job is to answer the question: Is a virus living or nonliving? 
 
You will compose your answer in a one page type written essay (12pt font, double spaced).  You 
must use your textbook, other texts or internet to support your answer.  All sources that you use to 
support your answer must be provided on the second page of your essay.   
 
This work must be original-Be careful not to plagiarize.   
 
Your grade will be based on content, a clear answer, support information, grammar, word choice and 
sentence structure.  Refer to rubric for further guidance. 
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